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NEWSLETTER NO.  22 -  29th July 2010 NAME:  _________________________________

Hi Parents, 
 

What a week it has been!  Nicky Cottle is now doing well 
after a brush with death.  Craig expresses his gratitude to 
the Immanuel community for the love and the financial gift 
that has been supplied.  We can all rejoice in Nicky’s  
progress and keep supporting her and the family in 
prayer.  On Monday night a clever thief broke into the 
school and entered several classrooms, evading the alarm 
system.  We can praise God that nothing was taken except 
a bag of lollies and Mrs Thomson's bottle of Coke!  The  
Police say it was a standard type of burglary - looking for 
expensive electronic gadgetry.  We have a number of staff 
struggling with bugs of various types.  Please let's keep ICS 
in our prayers before God. 
 

John Corban wrote an article that I believe is relevant and 
inspiring.  So I will let John fill in the ‘principal’s spot’ for this 
week.   
 
If I asked you, "What are the three biggest threats facing 
Christianity today?" what would your response be?  Charles 
(Chuck) Colson, in his latest book titled The Faith, responds 
to this question as follows: anti-theism, radical Islam, and 
Christians who no longer understand their faith or the Bibli-
cal truths on which it is founded.  I'll bet that surprises you - 
at least the third threat anyway.  But think about it - if you're 
unsure what you believe, how can you pass on your faith? 
  

What if I asked you for a definition of the faith of Christianity 
- how would you answer?  I think people would talk about a 
relationship with God, the golden rule, and answers along 
those lines.  I wonder how many people would respond 
along the same lines as Colson, who argues that the faith of 
Christianity is a complete view of the world, and human-
kind's place in it.  Colson goes on to say that Christianity is 
a worldview that speaks to every area of life. 
  

He summarises the foundational doctrines of our faith as 
follows: 

1. God is - more than that, God is and is a personal God 
2. God has spoken 
3. The fall / original sin 
4. The incarnation 
5. The Cross and the Atoning Death of Christ 
6. The Bodily Resurrection 
7. The Nature of God / His Sovereignty 
8. The Trinity 
9. Justification by Faith / Conversion 
10. Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
11. The Church 
12. Sanctification / Holiness 
13. The Dignity of Human Life 
14. The Return of Jesus and the End of History 
  
One of the things that revs up my rotary about Immanuel 
and Christian Education is the way that our kids are being 
taught that God does indeed speak to every area of life.  
Our curriculum is so God-saturated that our kids cannot 
help but learn how God's nature and character intersect with 
creation, God's incredible design and order, and in our re-
sponse to all of this revelation.  Our kids are learning not 
just dry theology, but the foundational doctrines of our faith 
in every subject, from art to zoology (hope you like that little 
piece of academic humour). 
  
I'm reminded of a verse from Daniel that the people who 
know their God will be strong and do exploits.  Christian 
Education is a vital and necessary foundation in growing 
people who know their God.  If you're anything like me, 
you'll be growing with your kids as you help them with their 
learning, especially those assignments.  I cannot think of a 
more valuable investment to make in the lives of my kids - I 
trust you feel the same. 
 

Well said, John.  There is nothing for me to add to that  
except 100% endorsement! 
 

God bless, 
Principal Pete. 

P.T.OTHOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:  “This world is but a canvas to our imagination.”  Henry David Thoreau. 
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