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NEWSLETTER NO.  26 -  26th August 2010 NAME:  _________________________________

Hi Parents 
 
This coming Thursday we are holding the most stimulating,  
informative and riveting information evening that you will have ever 
attended, unless you have attended better ones.  The senior  
department of Immanuel Christian School aims to convince you 
that we are the educational option of choice for students in Years 9 
and 10.  If your child is 5 or 6 years old please still read this article 
and consider the future years.  Believe me, the time rolls by pretty 
quickly! 
 
Some think that the end of Year 8 is a good time to whip the plant 
out of the greenhouse and plant him or her in secular soil.  My view 
is that the end of Year 8 is precisely the worst time to make this 
transition.  I would be far happier to shift my children to a state 
school at the end of Year 10 or 11 (if we offered Year 11). 
 
Early adolescence seems to be the most insecure and vulnerable 
time in the lives of young people.  They are grappling with  
hormonal changes, beginning to test and hopefully own their faith 
and they are starting to really chew over issues of identity and  
direction.  This immense transition requires a secure, unchanging 
educational environment that will nurture them and allow them the 
space to ask the big questions as well as provide solid, Biblical 
answers.  Only a Christian education can achieve this.  Early  
adolescence is not the time to throw the tall but slender  
sapling into the baked clay of the backyard and expect the tender 
roots to survive unscarred.  By 15 or 16 years of age most  
Christian teenagers are much better adjusted, more secure in their 
faith and more aware of their own strengths and weaknesses than 
when they are 13.  Their roots are deeper into God.  Their faith is 
more fully formed.  Of course there are exceptions, but the majority 
of our students grow stronger in their faith over these years.  Our 
senior programme is geared to equip teenagers to adjust well, own 
their faith and defend it and even start to share it as salt and light 

in the secular world.  It saddens me that some leave early and 
miss this training.  Our mission trips every two years are one  
important aspect of this training but certainly not the only aspect. 
 
Immanuel’s learning environment is second to none.  The learning 
environment in a typical state school mid-stream or lower-stream 
class at Year 9 or 10 level is somewhere between diabolical and 
average.  Students know that serious exams don’t happen until 
Year 11 and many treat school as a place to chat and eat lunch at 
best.  Say no more.  Upper stream classes are better, but there is 
no guarantee.  By Year 11, students have often established  
themselves in friendship groups, which is great in many ways, but 
it does not always have a good impact on the schoolwork.  Joining 
a new school at Year 11 can have the effect of reducing social 
networks for a time and increasing the focus on learning at a time 
when this is really important.  Obviously young people need friends 
and need to be happy, but healthy friendships at church and youth 
group ought to suffice while new friendships are established at 
school.  Some Year 9 students are bullied on entering a big state 
school.  There is less chance of this happening to Year 11  
students.  
 
Third and last I should add that our Year 9 and 10 programme  
offers the opportunity for students to attempt Level One NCEA 
credits before they reach Year 11.  This trains them in the  
methodology and requirements of NCEA assessment and  
prepares them well for the big ‘crunch year.’ 
 
If that hasn’t been enough to convince you, please come to our 
High School information evening, Thursday 2nd September at 7:30 
in the library. 
 
God bless, 
 
Principal Pete 

 

Just a few requests! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has offered to help set-u p and 
pack-down, provide trailers, patio heaters, gazebos  etc and 
buy books for the school - your response has been a mazing 
and overwhelming. Vicki will be in touch with you t o confirm 
details soon. If you have any questions at all, ple ase see 
Vicki or Jo. 
  
We are in need of a couple of BBQs for use on the n ight of 
the Extravaganza. If you have one you are willing t o loan us, 
then please email Vicki on vmorris@immanuel.school. nz. 
We also need a few more people who are able to help  on the 
stalls, especially the Cafe. Once again, please ema il Vicki to 
indicate your willingness to help. 
  
It is going to be a fantastic evening - if we all g et involved, 
then we will all have a blast!! 

CREATIVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 5-9pm 

21 September  

�

Thought for the week:   
'Every child is an artist.  The problem is how to 
remain an artist once we grow up.’ 
 Pablo Picasso 

P.T.O

������������	
����
 �

�������������������

��������������������������
 �����!����"������������
����� ���"���������������
������#�$�"�������� %���

���������&'��'��

����!��&�$$���������������
����������������"��������"��(
��������"�����)�����)�"���"�
�&����%��*����������&������
�))�&�������))�"�������� . 



It is really good to report that Nicky Cottle is do -
ing well and that life is approaching normality 
again.  Craig and Nicky would be keen to hear from any-
body who heads towards Henderson after dropping children 
at school in the mornings as Nicky cannot drive for 6 months 
and would appreciate a lift to work. 
 

HEBRON NETBALL & SOCCER EXCHANGE:  
We are very happy to be hosting a Year 3/4 netball team and 
a Year 5/6 netball team, as well as a Year 5/6 soccer team, 
from Hebron Christian College. This will take place on Friday 
10th September. Mrs Baird and Mr Slaney will be in touch 
closer to the time re uniforms and details. 
  
PARENTS/TEACHERS VS STUDENTS NETBALL 
GAMES:  Due to a variety of extenuating factors, these 
games will now be postponed until the second Friday of Term 
4, i.e. 22 October. 
 

Indoor Soccer:  Forms are due to be returned tomorrow,  
Friday 20th August. 
 

Yummy Stickers:  Please keep collecting these or the 
cut out tags and bring in to Mrs Thomson. We have only a 
few more weeks to collect these before they need to be sent 
in. Thanks. 

 

Operation Christmas Child is excited —Launch 
2010 Saturday 28 August 10am, 6/32 The Concourse,  
Henderson.  “Shoebox Fiesta.”  They have some great items 
suitable for your shoebox available for sale.  When you  
purchase a Fiesta item your donation supports Operation 
Christmas Child to create a smile on a child in the Pacific  
Islands.  Bring your cash & get great items to fill your shoe 
box as well!  Opens 10.30am till 2pm.  Prices range from $1 
to $5.  For more info call Craig on 0800 684 300 or email 
occ@samaritanspurse.org.nz. 
 

West City Christian School 
Every parent has been given a letter from Michael 
Humphries, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
explaining the situation facing West City Christian School.  It 
behoves us to pray for the staff and parents at West City at 
this time and to consider how we at Immanuel can work  
together to further their vision for Christian education. 

Thursday 2nd September—High School 
Info night, 7.30pm in the Library. 

A famous rugby player for the Hurricanes apparently once said, 
'I want to reach for 150 or 200 points this season, whichever 
comes first.' 
  

Another is said to have made a comment on  
playing night rugby.   'It's basically the same  
as playing during the day, just darker.' 
Pray hard for our rugby world cup campaign! 

Congratulations to our speech finalists &  
winners:  Nancy Xu, Ellen Taylor, Grace Paddison, 
Tiana Willis-Baker, Cameron Taylor, Breahn Stubbs, Laura 
Prahash, Harrison King, Naomi Armstrong-Ramoni, 
Mitchell Brimble & Wesley Helg.   
The winners were:   Aimee Knudsen, Lewis King, Olivia 
Hamer, Aimee Sims & Caleb Slaney.  

All finalists did really well!   

 
 

Thursday 2nd Sept.- High School Info  
    evening, 7.30pm in  
   the Library 
Friday 3rd Sept.— Mufti Day, Cake stall 
Monday 6th Sept— Open evening for  
   West City Christian  
   College families 
Friday 10th Sept— Hebron soccer &  
   netball 
Saturday 11th Sept—Working Bee 
Monday 13th Sept—Listen Up Y7-10,  
   Board Meeting 
Tues 14th Sept— Concert at   
   Blockhouse Bay  
   Baptist 10.15- 
   11.15am 
Friday 17th Sept— ACS Cross Country at
   KingsWay, Mission  
   Training 
Monday 20th Sept— Special General  
   Meeting 
Tuesday 21st Sept— Creative  
   Extravaganza 
Thurs 23-29 Sept— Mission Trip (Y9 &  
   10) 
Fri 24th Sept— Mufti  Day, Last day 
   of Term 3 


