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NEWSLETTER NO.  21 -  22nd July 2010 NAME:  _________________________________

Hi Parents, 
 

Welcome to our ‘creative’ term.  God is creative and wants 
us to be creative!  It is fairly obvious that God is creative.  
The existence of the universe, life and indeed our very 
selves is clear evidence of God’s unrivalled creative power.  
The vast reaches of inter-galactic space, the scale of which 
relegates our solar system to the tiniest of pin-pricks; the 
complex design of snowflakes, each unique; the  
microscopic beauty and intricacy of bacteria, once thought 
to be simple enough to evolve from non-living molecules, 
yet now known to rival the greatest mechanical devices in 
complexity.  In so many ways the creation testifies to the 
awesome creativity of God.  Romans 1:20 springs to mind. 
 

God made us in His image and creativity is one divine  
attribute that has been bestowed on us as a gift - a  
wonderful gift.  We can express our ideas and values 
through drama, dance, story, visual arts and various other 
creative expressions.  We can and should also  
communicate the gospel creatively, the way Paul did when 
he was in Athens.  Our creativity is limited only by our  
imaginations, and it is no accident that the devil has  
strategies aplenty to steal or corrupt the imaginations of 
God’s people.  My experience and observations suggest 
perhaps four main ways through which the enemy attempts 
to squash or steal the imaginations of believers, particularly 
those of children.   
 

Religious regimentation can see creativity stifled and  
replaced with dogmas, rules and rituals that require strict 
adherence and obedience but produce no excitement or 
opportunity for creative initiative.   
 

Worse than religious regimentation is corrupt creativity, the 
result of Christians snacking constantly on the TV,  
music and other nonsense dished up by worldly artists and 
inspired by ungodly thoughts and even demonic agencies.  
We so readily restrict the inspiration of the Holy Spirit within 
our imaginations by grieving him and distancing ourselves 
from his influence through our appetite for that which is not 
of him. 

 
 

Then there is flat-souled ‘whatever’ syndrome.  We all,   
particularly our youth, are over-stimulated by and saturated 
in all the entertainment and advertising of our culture.   Even 
if it isn’t necessarily all ‘bad’ it is ‘noise’ that fills our lives 
and reduces our ability to hear God or to respond creatively 
to Him.  A constant drone of input leaves us de-sensitised to 
the still, small voice that would initiate creative expression in 
godly ways. 
 

There is also of course the postmodern paradigm of 
‘ignorance is cool,’ as if the less we know, the more creative 
we can be.  Eastern mysticism infiltrates Christian thinking 
so easily (thanks largely to Star Wars and other popular 
movies that have pushed Eastern worldviews)!  Good actors 
must know the story even if they improvise within it.   
Talented musicians must know the key, learn the melodies 
and stick within the rhythm of the song.  All creativity  
expresses values and beliefs.  Effective Christian creative 
expression needs to express biblical truth.  Christian  
creativity needs to improvise the biblical story and to do this 
we must know the story.  Knowledge and creativity work 
together. 
 

Parents, I encourage us all (myself included) to ask how 
much entertainment our children need to receive?  Children 
who play imaginative games rather than watch screens  
develop their imaginations.  It is our mission this term to 
help foster healthy imaginative expression and creativity 
within your children that glorifies God.  May we all consider 
carefully how we can best train them in this?  Let’s make 
sure the enemy of our souls does not suck them dry with 
religious regimentation, pollute their young imaginations 
with worldliness or simply over-stimulate and de-sensitise 
them.  It is our privilege to help to immerse their lives in the 
biblical story and to express this in various creative ways 
this term. 
 
Principal Pete. 

P.T.O
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Thought for the week:  “The true work of art is but a shadow of the divine perfection”  Michelangelo. 
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The Board are pleased to inform the school communit y that our  
vacant section on Great North Road sold at auction yesterday to a 
Chinese church.  The land is staying as an asset to  the kingdom of 
God.  A fantastic answer to prayer!  A letter to As sociation members 
will be sent home with children (or posted in the c ase of Association 
members who do not have children at Immanuel) tomor row.  


