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NEWSLETTER NO.  25 -  19th August 2010 NAME:  _________________________________

Dear Parents, 
 

This Monday we are holding our second Dad’s prayer meet-
ing for the year.  We had our first during Term One and it 
was a very good night.  I encourage Dads who have a free 
evening and Dads who already have plans for the evening 
to make this a top priority.  Why?  Well, let’s just imagine for 
a moment that you are the devil (no offence intended).  The 
devil sees a little school in Avondale that has a goal of build-
ing Christians.  This little school sets itself up as a resource 
to parents who want to teach their children how to see the 
world the way God sees it and who love God with all their 
hearts, souls, minds and abilities.  This little school teaches 
children to worship the one true God, to connect with Him in 
prayer, to experience his power in their lives and to tell oth-
ers about Him in mission.  This little school, together with 
parents and churches, teaches a unified Christian message 
– something that the devil has worked hard to dilute and 
pollute through dualistic thinking and the acceptance of edu-
cation as religiously ‘neutral’.  This little school has taken 
secularism and atheism head-on and said, ‘No.’  It has held 
up a standard that says, ‘True learning only happens when 
it centres around God, not around us. True knowledge is 
only acquired in the fear of the Lord and true success can 
only be measured from an eternal frame of reference.’ 
 

What do you do if you are the devil?  First you throw obsta-
cles in the path of the Board, the teachers, the students and 
the parents.  You seek to divide them against each other 
and hopefully make them gossip and murmur.  Perhaps you 

don’t succeed because they are people of prayer and they 
resist the temptation to complain, gossip and murmur.   So 
you try to discourage them.  You attack their health and hit 
their finances.  Perhaps you observe that when you attack 
them they tend to learn, grow and become stronger, which 
makes your cause all the more difficult.  So what do you do?  
You are left with an ace and a top trump.  Your ace is that 
you rob them of vision.  Perhaps you can convince them 
that this little school isn’t really doing ‘the job’ like the secu-
lar school down the road, for this reason or that reason.  
You get them to focus on the externals, the peripherals and 
the temporal things.  And then you play your trump.  You 
stop them from praying, because you know that if they fail to 
pray, their defences will weaken and your other measures 
will succeed.  If they lose prayer, they lose their spiritual 
vision and discernment.  In short, if they lose prayer you 
gain ground. 
 

The devil hates it when Christians get together and inter-
cede with spiritual authority in the name of Jesus with the 
intention of building the kingdom of God.  I don’t know about 
you, but that thought really makes me want to front up on 
Monday night and ‘dig it in’ in prayer for our mission at Im-
manuel.  Our school is about advancing the kingdom of 
God.  I look forward to seeing you there.  Mums are wel-
come, too, if they would like to come. 
 
God bless,  
Principal Pete 

P.T.O

IMPORTANT DETAILS!! 
 

It is only just over 4 weeks until the all-fabulous Extravaganza 
event. The children are working hard at school, preparing their 
plants and worm castings to sell, as well as practising their 
dramas, refining their modelling skills and baking their hearts 
out - all to ensure that Tuesday 21st September is a fun-filled 
and creative night out for the whole family. Miss Morris will be 
in touch with those who have offered to help on the night with 
set-up and pack-down, as well as those who can pick up gear 
prior to the event. Keep your eye on your inbox!! :-) 
  

Important Information to note : 
* 21st September from 5-9 pm 
* Venue: school carpark 
* Entry of $2 per family 
* Lots to buy so start saving now 
* Bring your loose change to "throw into the buskers' hat"  
  in appreciation for the Extravaganza performances. 
* Late start of 10 am on Wednesday 22nd September due to         
   the Extravaganza 

CREATIVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 5-9pm 

21 September  
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Firewood School Fundraiser:  Split, seasoned and 
stacked next to level access.  $100 per cubic metre, mostly 
wattle.  Contact David Plom    Ph 021 361 502. 
 

Netball uniforms should be cleaned and returned to 
school as soon as possible.  Please return to Room 4, Mrs 
Thomson, in a named plastic bag.   
 

Netball Xtravaganza!  On Friday the 10th of Septem-
ber we will be having our own in-house netball tournament.  
Adults against the kids!  An adult team made up of willing 
staff and parents will play four 10 minute games against the 
Year 3&4s, the Year 5&6s, the Year 7&8s and against the 
high schoolers.  Any willing and able adults can let Linda 
Baird know that they want to be part of the fun and join the 
adult team.  Spectators are welcome! 
 

Indoor Soccer:  Forms are due to be returned tomorrow,  
Friday 20th August. 
 
Class & Portrait Photos will be taken next Friday, 
27th August in the Library.  Make sure your forms have been 
returned to the office.  Spare forms are available from the 
foyer table. 

 
Yummy Stickers:  Please keep collecting these or the 
cut out tags and bring in to Mrs Thomson. We have only a 
few more weeks to collect these before they need to be sent 
in. Thanks. 
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Dream Centre Auckland invites you to attend 
Jesus is Fun book launch & Art Exhibition:  
Official Book Launch:  Thursday 19th August 6 – 8pm, Chil-
dren’s Praise Party, Speeches by Author & Illustrator.  Auc-
tion of Children’s Art Works.  Community Art Exhibition:  
Sat 21st August 12pm – 4pm Imagine Children’s Art Exhibi-
tion, Johnny Angel (Illustrator) will do a reading of Jesus Is 
Fun.  Printed in English, Maori, Samoan, Tongan, Cook 
Island & Niue.   Level 1, 953 New North Road, Mt. Albert, 
Auckland, New Zealand Tel: +64 09 815 5056. 

Thought for the week:  The aim of a Christian school is 
not to be better than the state alternative, but to be different. 

 
 

Q.  What do you call an elephant in a telephone box? 
A.  Stuck! 

(If you don’t like this joke send in a better one) 

Thursday 2nd September—High School 
Info night, 7.30pm in the Library. 


