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Dear Parents, 
 
Everybody around these parts is looking forward to the picnic to-
morrow. It looks like it will be glorious weather, as it has been al-
most all summer – just when I had almost officially given up on 
Auckland being able to turn on the sun.  It is nice to get outside 
and enjoy God’s creation.  Students have just finished a round of 
PAT and Essential Skills tests which takes its toll on both them 
and the staff who have to organise them (Mrs McAullay) and mark 
them (the teachers).  I read an interesting article recently that 
claimed students in small classes not only learn more effectively 
due to having more teacher attention, but they perform better in 
tests, all other factors being equal.  Research suggests that im-
proved assessment performance in smaller classes might be due to 
students feeling they have a greater competitive edge than if they 
were pitted against a larger group.  This is all good news for us 
with our small classes of course.  The article also maintained that 
children considered they would run faster when up against a few 
others than if in a larger group, for the same reasons.  These are 
interesting conclusions to be drawn when popular educational 
thinking is ‘standards-based’ and ‘competition’ is viewed as a dirty 
word.  Competition does seem to be an inbuilt human motivator.   

 
The great apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 9:24 pictures life as a race and  
exhorts us to ‘run in such a way as to get the prize’.  The sense 
here is of being in competition with oneself, to be all that one can 
be, not so much in competition with others.  We all have different 
gifts, abilities and motivations.  All students will not achieve 
equally given equal teaching.  I could have trained harder than 
anybody but I could never have made the All Whites or All Blacks.  
Comparing marks between students has its benefits and it  
problems.  More important than the final ranking of marks is each 
student at Immanuel ‘giving it their best’, whether it is a PAT test, 
a sack race, a fundraising project for the school (I had to drop that 
one in) or a soccer game against another school.  God’s prize isn’t 
in the ranking but in the running.  Man looks at the outward 
achievement but God looks at the heart (1 Sam 16:7).  Paul in  
Col. 3:23 instructs us to work at everything we do with all of our 
hearts as we are working for the Lord, not for people.  So let’s  
enjoy the picnic tomorrow and celebrate our students who so often 
give their best, and if there is a sackrace, give it everything and 
jump to win! 
 
Blessings, Pete Slaney (Principal). 
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Quote of the Week 
A vision without a task makes a 

visionary; 
A task without a vision makes for 

drudgery; 
A task wedded to a vision makes a 

missionary. 
(Leonard Ravenhill) 



 
 
. 
We are into the second round of the competition where the 
teams are now playing against each other for the 2nd time and 
as you would expect the scores are now coming closer. 
 

1st game was between Teams 1 and 2, with the victory going to 
Team 2, the score being 5-4. 
 

2nd game was between Teams 3 and 4, with the victory going 
to Team 3, the score being 3-2.  Wow, such close games! 
 

Points to Date:   
Team 2 (Liam’s)  11 Points,  
Team 3 (David’s) 9 Points,  
Team 1 (Flynn’s) 8 Points,  
Team 4 (Caleb’s) 4 Points.  
 

Thanks, Jill Corban. 

 

�  $&�'�&��%��
�
��
�� $""�&23�
�	����
����
=��

���>�7/�����?���
���>��.�!�""�����������

� ������	���������������������������&2$3�����������������������
� �&�����������"�2�
��������
�����$

�


���
�
� ����3����"
��3������/�,����
����
�����@��"�
��
� ��
��������
���������
���������!�
�������	
"��
� #��!���
�����$	
���"�
����3����"
��
� 2�
�����������������
����������
����������	��
� ���	"����	����	"	
���A�����"������	��
�	����
�
� %�������%��������������������������"���
���������
� %	���0�
��������������B	�
�����%�����������
� �#��!"�����������
�����3	���

�
�������"�%������
� ����	��������������$!���
�@��������

���
���0�
�������
�!�""����	��������
�-�>�+��
�  '�
�����4�5���6����
�  ����
	��4�2�������	��
�  ����	��4�/,�������	��
������
���
�;8��.������0�
���������
@�����
���������%�������

����������������	�	���
����	�"�

�!�����������������������%����������
�������C�%�	���/���	�����"��!�""�%��������������
����;--��.���
�������������	�����
��!�����
*�

����
������$""�
�	����
�!�""�%���������������
������

�


����������"�

����!���������������)
����������������-.�.��0�

���1�����	������
��"
��
���������������
�!�������������"���������������)
��������������
	%9���
D
��""���/�!�����������
��
�	����
#�""
������
��
	%9���
����	�����������
��
�D�"��
��
���,�

�,����
������	�����������"
��

 

 

Community Notices: 
 
With summer drawing to a close, the 
clocks will soon jump back as daylight 
savings ends. The good news is you'll 
be jumping forward in the Eveready 
Power to Learn competition.  
 
From now until the end of March, 

your school will receive double barcode points on every 
pack of Eveready Gold 9V batteries! (Barcodes must be 
received by March 31.) 
So when you replace the batteries in your smoke alarms for 
daylight savings, make sure you go for gold - Eveready 
Gold! 
Encourage your community to earn BONUS BARCODES  
for your school! 
Track your results and download artwork for this promotion 
at www.powertolearn.co.nz 
 

Scottish Country dancing is suitable for all ages from 7 years to 79yrs+, and all ages are  
welcome to this group and will be absorbed into the club as time goes by.  
We are also having a "Have A Go" night on the 16th March, from 7.45pm. 
Everybody is welcome - you do not need to be Scottish. 
Scottish Country Dancing is a non-competitive, social type of dancing where it does not matter 
what your level of ability is - everybody who is willing to dance is included. 
Yours Sincerely, 
Gillian Taylor.  Waitemata Scottish Country Dance Club.  Ph: 818 4553. 

  
 
At present we plan to send  
5 students to this but require  
2 parents to supervise for the 
day. There will be no teacher 
there. If you are able to help, 
please notify Mrs McAullay in 
the office as soon as possible. 
Thanks. 


